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Greet ministry, in the dilemma of acting or being
left out of the settlement, decided that the army
to cross the frontier should be commanded by the
King in person, but the King so earnestly declined
the honor put upon him that the plan was aban-
doned. One of the ministers assured me that the
King with tears in his eyes begged to be excused
from going. He had never been popular in the
country, and this failure to realize a step in the Pan-
hellenic policy made him for the time the object of
all the popular indignation. But he probably real-
ized that nothing was ready for such a movement
and that it was certain to end in disaster.

The real cause of failure was in the general indif-
ference to all preparation, in which the government
was supported by the nation. The overweening
confidence in themselves, which was so great as to
permit them to believe that without any organization
or discipline they were more than a match for the
Turkish army, has always been their fatal weakness.
One of the leaders of the war party said to me a lit-
tle later, " The Greeks are so clever that they do not
need to be trained; they can fight without it well
enough to beat the Turks." We saw at Corfu how
ill-prepared they were, for the classes were called out
to go to the frontier of Epirus, and those of Corfu
marched through the streets to the place of embark-
ation weeping as if they went to death. This delu-
sion as to their natural military capacity was never
dispelled until the later disaster in Thessaly. The
army did in fact cross the frontier, but within forty-